
T h e R i o B l a n c o C o u n t y P i o n e e r s A s s o c i a t i o n
proudly presents

The 102nd Anniversary Centennial + 2 Celebration of
The Old Timer’s Reunion Dinner and Dance

how the west was fun
to be held on Saturday,

June 7, 2014
Freeman Fairfield
Community Center
3rd andMain St. •Meeker, Colorado

f you are age 30+, and grew
up in Rio Blanco County or have
lived in the county for 30+ years,
or if you attended school in the
county, you and your guest are
cordially invited to attend.

Like Us On

——————
The NEW
Old Timers

——————
The Next Generation:

Family Reunions and group tables
The future is NOW: You are a part of
creating today’s Rio Blanco County his-
tory that future generations will want to
know about, just as we seek to know the
stories of our ancestors over the past
century. We need participation from
the youngermembers and families of the
White River Valley to share their life ex-
periences and to enjoy the memories
with the more tenured members. We
urge you and your families to join in this
once-in-a-lifetime experience to start the
next century of old-timer’s reunions.
Please Join us to make the circle com-
plete!

—————— � ——————
Meeker Arts & Cultural Council
and RBC Historical Society’s

“Capturing our Culture”
oral history storytelling
& videotaping sessions

Please plan to join your family and
friends and former classmates in a fun
session of remembrances and recollec-
tions of your family’s and friends history
and notable events in their lives. Bring
scrapbooks, photo albums and family
memorabilia. These sessions will be
videotaped and possibly transcribed for
stories in the “This is What I Remember”
publications of the Historical Society and
made available on DVD and written text
formats.
Please indicate your participation on

the reservation form.

——————
MHS

CENTENNIAL
ALL CLASS HIGH

SCHOOL REUNIONS
RHS

——————

— Class Reunions—
Classes of RHS & MHS: All class-
mates of ALL classes of Rio Blanco
County High Schools [Meeker and
Rangely] are invited to join with their
classmates of their graduation year for a
Centennial + 2 reunion. Efforts will be
made to seat you in areas by decade of
graduation and with your classmates, if
you wish. Please specify your year of
graduation on your reservation form
and who will be coordinating your re-
union. Please share this information
with your classmates to get a good atten-
dance. Bring your yearbooks, photos
and other memorabilia. This is a once in
a lifetime opportunity to commemorate
the Centennial + 2 of Old Timers.

—————— � ——————

——————
3:00 P.M.

Doors Open
——————

VISITATION&
SPECIAL EVENTS&EXHIBITS IN THE LOBBY

AND ADJACENT ROOMS.
——————

Join the Meeker Arts and Cultural
Council’s Meekerpalooza Music and
Arts Festival at City Park all day
before the reunion begins.

——————

PERIOD
COSTUME
CONTEST
you are invited to wear any period cos-
tume dating from 1885 through the

present. There will be an audience vote
for the most creative costumes and

prizes awarded.

—————— � ——————
1885 ~ Present

—————— � ——————

this will be
great fun!

Centennial +2 Celebration Events Schedule

Capturing

our
Culture:

——————
Oral history family

group discussions and
interviews on video

�
at

th
e

p o

s s

I

Next Page�



DearRBCPioneers
AssociationMembers,
families&Friends

——————
We welcome you to the 100th Anniversary Cen-
tennial + 2 Celebration of the Old Timer’s Reunion
Dinner and Dance. This year’s theme is “How the
WestwasFun”and it is ourgoal tomake thisyear’s
reunionthemost funforyou!Besuretoparticipate
intheperiodcostumecontestandwearanycostume
reprenting the era anytime between 1885 and the
present. Please note that theMeekerArts andCul-
tural Council is concurrently hosting the “Meeker-
palooza,” their annual arts and music festival at
Circle Park onWater Street for your added enjoy-
ment before the reunion. So come early and
enjoy!The Committee has worked very hard to
bring you the most memorable and exciting pro-
gramworthyofthis“once-in-a-lifetimeevent.Weare
remindedofthelyricsfromanoldsong,“...Iwillpass
thisway but once; if there’s any good that I can do,

——————
LODGING

LOCAL HOTELS&
MOTELS ARE OFFERING

DISCOUNTED RATES
for those attending the
Old Timer’s Reunion

——————
Mention old timers
when youmake your

reservation.
Contact the Meeker Chamber
of Commerce at 970 878-5510

or e-mail
director@meekerchamber.com

—————— � ——————
www.meekerchamber.com

—————— � ——————

6:30 P.M.
Dinner&Program

——————

INVOCATION&OPENING
CEREMONIES

—————— � ——————

Co-Presidents
Sandra Bradfield & Robert
Amick welcome you to
the Centennial + 2
Old Timer’s Reunion

——————

PIONEER
Costume Contest

Dress up in a costume
representing any period
1885 ~ Present

Win a prize for the most creative costume!

—————— � ——————

Celebrating Life:
Remembering Family and Friends
by Historian Sandy Shimko

Recognition of Centennial + 2
All Class High School Reunion,
and family reunion participants.

—————— � ——————

Business
meeting
elections, minutes

and reports
——————

DANCE WITH
PERIOD MUSIC
FOR ALL ERAS

—————— � ——————
late evening

Supper

A Welcome FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS&
RBC PIONEERS ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE

CENTENNIAL + 2 CELEBRATION EVENTS SCHEDULE

letmedo itnow, for I’ll neverpass thiswayagain...”
The essence of this special occasion is to bring to-
getherasmanyparticipantsaspossibletoshareand
enjoymemoriesandrekindle friendships spanning
manydecades Timeis fleetingandtheopportunity
toseefamilyandfriendswemayhavenotseenfora
longtimeissoveryimportantandnottobemissed.
Pleaseseethespecialappealtomakethistraditional
eventmorewelcomingandinclusiveofcurrentand
prospectivenewmembers on the back of the regis-
tration form.We want to reach out to the younger
families with current or past connections to the
White River Valley, inviting you to attend and par-
ticipateasyouarethe futureof theassociation,and
arecreatingthehistoryof today.Anewfeaturethis
year is family and friends area reunions. We hope
to join these groups with a the Rio Blanco County
HistoricalSociety’s“CapturingourCulture”oralhis-
tory program to join family and friends in a remi-
niscing and story-telling session to video and
documentthosegreatstoriesandmemories. Weask
thatyousignupforandparticipatefullyinthosefun

sessions. Anadditional opportunity is theAll Class
ReunionforclassmatesofMeekerandRangelyHigh
Schools.Alumniare invited fromeveryclass to join
their classmates and friends in this special oppor-
tunity. Please sign up for this on the registration
formaswell.PleasealsosignupforournewRBCpi-
oneers association e-mail list serve to be kept ad-
vised of information and to share ideas with other
members. Mostofallwelookforwardtoseeingallof
youandinviteyoutomakethisthemostwonderful
and special occasion in tribute to our pioneer her-
itage, families and friends over the past century.
Pleaseuseournewon-linewebsiteforregistrationor
mail in your reservation on the form provided.
Pleasecontactus foranyquestionsorconcerns.
We look forward toseeingyouonJune7th!

Sincerely,
SandraBradfield
andRobertAmick

Co-Presidents,
RBCPioneersAssociation

please choose only one method of registration, either by mail or by electronic website
REGISTRATION&RESERVATIONS

——————————————————————————————————— � ———————————————————————————————————

TO REGISTER BY MAIL:
� Please fill out the enclosed registration form [please print clearly or type]

Return form with your check or money order by mail to the RBC Pioneers
Association Registrar, Haley Kracht, to be received no later thanMay 24, 2014.
[MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO RIO BLANCO COUNTY PIONEERS ASSOCIATION]

TO REGISTER online:
� RBCPA Website: http://www.rbcpioneers.org

Please complete electronic registration form and enter credit card number for payment.

—————————————————————— � ——————————————————————
RBCPA e-mail list serve: rbcpioneers@lists.colorado.edu

To subscribe for e-mailed information and information sharing send an e-mail to amick@spot.colorado.edu.
And include your e-mail address and your name. Subscribers will be sent bulletins and updates, and

may post messages that other subscribers will receive for discussions and information sharing.

Co-Presidents

Sandra
Bradfield
sbradfield@wildblue.net

& Bob Amick
amick@spot.colorado.edu

Co-Vice Presidents

Sparky Pappas
sparky@wreawildblue.org

& Mary K.
Krueger

riverselive@hotmail.com

contact us:
Registrar/Secretary

Haley Kracht
970-878-4607 | bhkracht1500@gmail.com

Strategic Chair Mary AnnWilber mwilber@wreawildblue.org

Treasurer Connie Theos theosllp@wreawildblue.org



T h e R i o B l a n c o C o u n t y P i o n e e r s A s s o c i a t i o n
proudly presents

The 102nd Anniversary Centennial + 2 Celebration

Registration Form
{for mail-in only}

p o
please print clearly or type:

If you are registering electronically via the internet, please do not submit a paper form.
This form must be received not later than May 24, 2014, for reservations and dues/dinner fees. Please make and keep a copy for your own records.

Guests & members attending dinner:

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________@ $35

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________@ $35

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________@ $35

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________@ $35

� I/we cannot attend but am enclosing $5 per person annual membership dues and wish to remain on the mailing list
� I/WE CANNOT ATTEND THIS YEAR but may be able to attend in the future
� PLEASE REMOVE ME FROM THE MAILING LIST

address_______________________________________________city____________________________________State_____zip______________

phone__[__________]_________________________e-mail_______________________________________________________________________

� Method of payment:

� check/money order [please do not send cash] | [MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO RIO BLANCO COUNTY PIONEERS ASSOCIATION]

� amount paid $___________________________________

event participation registration:

� I/we will participate in thecentennial + 2 all class high school reunion [mhs,rhs]
� meeker high school year[s] of graduation or attendance_______________________________________________________________
� rangely high school school year[s] of graduation or attendance_________________________________________________________

� I/we would like to be seated with our classmates and/or grouped in the class year/decade: yes_______ no_______
� name of class reunion coordinator_____________________________e-mail________________________________phone______________
� is this a special reunion anniversary [e.g., 10,25, 50, etc.]?specify number of years _________

� I/we will participate in our family and friends, or area reunion group:
� name[s] of family or families/friends _[e.g. smith and jones families]____________________________________________________
� name of area [e.g. piceance creek, buford, et al]________________________________________________________________________
� I/we would like to be seated as a family and friends, 0r area reunion group yes_________ no__________
� number of family and friends in your party_____________________________________________________________________________
� name of person coordinating the reunion group_________________________________________________________________________
� e-mail_____________________________________________________________ phone_____________________________________________

� I/Wewill participate in the capturing our culture family history session and videotaping at 3pm or later
� I will coordinate with family and friends to organize a group for the interview
� time[s] I/we would like to set up an appointment for the interview_______________________________________________________
� name of person coordinating the capturing our culture interview group__________________________________________________
� phone_____________________________ e-mail____________________________________________________________________________
� comments: [use back side if more space is needed] ______________________________________________________________________

� please place this form and payment in the enclosed envelope and mail to:
Haley Kracht, RBCPA, P.O. Box 1103, Meeker, CO 81641 Next Page�



Dear RBC Pioneers
Association

Members, families& Friends
——————

For the past 100 years, Rio Blanco
county pioneers, families, and
friends have annually commemo-
rated their special cultural heritage
and notable history at the “Old
Timer’s Reunion.” This year’s event
will celebrate the Centennial + 2 An-
niversary occasion. However, over
the years, attendance has gradually
been lessening, and members of
younger generations have not been
actively participating even though
they are welcomed and encouraged
to do so. We need your help and your
ideas to change this trend and en-
courage greater participation by
those who could enjoy the special ca-
maraderie and friendships afforded
by this opportunity to share stories,
to document your family stories and
history, to make or renew friend-
ships and connections in the com-
mon heritage that we all share. A
number of Rio Blanco County resi-
dents and thosewhomayhave at one
time lived in the county, attended
school, or otherwise had some con-
nection with the White River Valley
have expressed a concern about not
feeling welcome to participate in the
Rio Blanco County Pioneers Associa-
tion annual reunion. Still others
have said they had the impression
that the event was “just for the sen-
iors” and did not hold appeal for po-
tential younger participants. The
Association leadership wishes to ask
your help in changing that percep-
tion, by participating in this great

A Special MESSAGE FOR FRIENDS& FAMILY
FROM THE RBCPA COMMITTEE

event, and by encouraging your fam-
ily, friends, and otherswho could and
should attend and enjoy this won-
derful occasion. A series of new pro-
gram opportunities has been added
to further encourage participation
and serve to attract participation to
preserve the history and cultural
heritage of families and friends. The
Rio Blanco County Pioneers Associa-
tion has joined with the Rio Blanco
County Historical Society and the
Meeker Arts and Cultural Council in
the "Capturing our Culture" oral his-
tory project to interview family and
friends of Rio Blanco County resi-
dents. This project seeks to interview
families and friends about their fam-
ily history, remembrances and spe-
cial events of their lives that have
been a part of the colorful history of
the White River Valley.Perhaps the
most effective way to capture and
preserve this priceless information is
through videotaped oral history in-
terviews with families and groups
where the spontaneous group dis-
cussions triggermanymemories and
anecdotes [through a group synergy]
about special occasions and events in
that long progression of notable
events. These valuable remem-
brances may otherwise be forever
lost as folks move on and eventually
pass away. Before modern technol-
ogy such as photography, video tap-
ing, printing, computers, etc.,
ancient civilizations recorded their
history through story telling, and
each succeeding generation was
carefully taught those pivotal stories
to commit to memory and then pass
on to their children in succeeding
generations. In later times, some of

the information was transcribed in
writing on papyrus scroll docu-
ments, engravings and images on
cave walls, clay tablets and many
other means of preservation and
archiving, that today serves as the
keys to unlock priceless clues to the
ancient history of civilizations.
Nearly everything that we, as indi-
viduals do each day of our lives,
somehow write a new page of what
becomes history, no matter how
seemingly insignificant. Someday,
succeeding generations will want to
know how their ancestors [those of
us who live in present times] lived,
who they were and what they did,
just as we seek to know about the
many generations of our own ances-
tors who preceded us in this succes-
sion and family lineage of long
history.We invite you and your fam-
ily and friends as a group, to attend
the Centennial + 2 celebration of the
Old Timer's Reunion, and share your
stories and your family history with
many others whom you may know,
and with those whom you may not,
but would very much enjoy meeting
and visiting! For example, a group
from Piceance Creek and another
group from the Buford School area
would joinmany individuals together
to provide a great conversation cir-
cle of friends. Making friends and
sharing stories is one of the most
meaningful experiences of life, which
is not to be missed. The Old Timers
Centennial + 2 Reunion is the perfect
venue for that opportunity. Call or e-
mail us with your ideas and
thoughts! We ask you to indicate
your willingness to help.

The RBCPA Committee

YOU
area

pioneer
21st-Century Young “Old Timers”p o
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